EASTRY VILLAGE HALL: ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION. 

(Copied from original documents 29th January 2017.

 By Mr R E Bishop. Secretary & Trustee Eastry Village Hall)
THIS CONVEYANCE made the Thirtieth day of November One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty Three BETWEEN THE WINGHAM ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED. (Formerly called The Wingham Agricultural Implement Company Limited) whose registered office is at Wingham in the County of Kent. (Hereinafter called the “Vendor”) Of the first part The REVEREND VIVIAN BLADESLEY YEARSLEY of Eastry in the said county of Kent. Clerk in Holy Orders. ROBERT JAMES HOPPER of Bell Nursery, Eastry. Aforesaid Nurseryman. WALTER JAMES CLARK of Eastry. Aforesaid Provision Merchant. EDWARD HAWKINS of Walton Villa, Eastry. Aforesaid Gentleman. ROBERT THORNBURN of “The Cross”, Eastry. Aforesaid Provision Merchant. Lucy Clark of “The Mills”, Eastry. Aforesaid wife of Harold Hudson Clark. HENRY HARFFREY of Eastry. Aforesaid Carpenter. FREDERICK SETTERFIELD of Eastry. Aforesaid Farm Labourer. CLIFFORD STROUD of Eastry. Aforesaid Labour Master at Eastry Poor Law Institution. WILLIAM FRIEND of Eastry. Aforesaid Gardener. FREDERICK LELLIOTT of Eastry. Aforesaid Miner. FREDERICK HOPPER of Eastry. Aforesaid Milkman. THOMAS BROOKER of Eastry. Aforesaid Farm Labourer. MARJORIE VIOLET BULEY of Eastry. Aforesaid wife of Mr ????  BULEY. Mrs ???? STROUD of Eastry. Aforesaid wife of the said CLIFFORD STROUD. WALTER PAIN of Eastry. Aforesaid Hairdresser. OWEN TRITTON of Eastry. Aforesaid Male Nurse. BEATRICE GERTRUDE GILLMAN of Eastry. Aforesaid Builder. NOEL WISE of Sandwich in the said county of Kent. Spinster. ERNEST CLARK of Eastry. Aforesaid Baker. CHARLOTTE SPAIN of Eastry. Aforesaid Spinster. ERIC TRANTER of Eastry. Aforesaid Mining Engineer. ERIC DOUGLAS GILLMAN of Eastry. Aforesaid Builder. PHILIP HOILE of Eastry. Aforesaid Male Nurse. JESSE BATES of Eastry. Aforesaid Butcher. DORA TOWN of Eastry. Aforesaid wife of Mr B TOWN and FLORENCE BROWN of Eastry. Aforesaid the wife of Mr H BROWN. Of the second part and the said REVEREND VIVIAN BLADESLEY YEARSLE. The said WALTER JAMES CLARK and the said EDWARD HAWKINS (Herinafter called “the Grantees”) of the third part.
WHEREAS The Vendor is seised in fee simple in possession free from incumbrances of the hereditaments hereinafter described and has agreed to sell the same to the Grantees at the price of Six hundred and Fifty pounds.

AND WHEREAS The Grantees have requested the Vendor to convey the said hereditaments in manner and upon the trusts hereinafter appearing.

NOW THIS CONVEYANCE WITNESSETH that in pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the sum of Six Hundred and fifty pounds now paid by the Grantees to the Vendor. (The receipt whereof the Vendor hereby acknowledges) The Vendor as beneficial owner herby conveys unto the Grantees ALL THAT piece or parcel of land situate in the Parish of Eastry in the County of Kent on the west side of the Highroad there leading from Dover to Sandwich near but immediately south of its junction with the road from Woodnesborough and Staple. Which said piece of land has a frontage to the said highroad of ninety eight feet four inches or thereabouts and is bounded on the north by land now or late of the executors of the late Miss Kate Pettman and South West by land of Henry Capeling. Which said piece or parcel of land is for the greater part of clearness and not by way of conveyance delineated on the plan drawn hereon and thereon surrounded by a red line TOGETHER with the buildings erected on the said piece or parcel of land to hold the same unto the Grantees in fee simple Upon the trusts and subject to the powers and provisions set out in the Schedule hereto.
IN WITNESS whereof the Vendor has caused its Common Seal to be hereunto affixed and the parties hereto of the second and third parts have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first written.

The SCHEDULE above referred to: 
1. The Grantees shall forthwith apply to the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales for an order vesting the premises hereby conveyed in the Official Trustee of Charity Lands and upon such Order being made the Grantees shall cease to be the Trustees of the Charity hereby created. And the charity shall thereafter be administered and managed by the members for the time being of the Council of Management hereinafter mentioned as the Trustees thereof.
2. The premises hereby conveyed (hereinafter called “ The Trust Premises” ) shall be held upon trust for the purposes of physical and mental recreation and social moral and intellectual development through the medium of reading and recreation rooms library, lectures classes, recreations and entertainments or otherwise as may be found expedient for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish of Eastry in the County of Kent and it immediate vicinity without distinction of sex or of political or other opinions subject to the provisions of these presents.
3. The general management and control of the Trust premises and the arrangements for their use shall be vested in a Council of management. (hereinafter called “The Council”) The council shall consist of Thirty six members of whom six shall be elective members who shall be parishioners of Eastry. The first elective members of the Council are:- 
The Reverend Vivian Bladesley Yearsley. 

Robert James Hopper.

Walter James Clark.

Edward Hawkins.

Robert Thornburn.

Lucy Clark.   
The following organizations shall each have the right to appoint two members of the council both in the first instance and on the occasion of each annual appointment of Members. The names set opposite the name of the organization being the members who have been appointed by such organization in the first instance.    
Eastry Branch of the British Legion.   
Henry Harffey and Frederick Setterfield.

Eastry Parish Council.

Clifford Stroud and John Horton.

Eastry Cricket Club.

Frederick Hopper and Thomas Brocker. 
Eastry Football Club.

William Friend and Frederick Lelliott.

Eastry Women’s Institute.

Marjorie Violette Buley and Mrs Stroud.

Eastry Horticultural Society.

Walter Pain and Owen Tritton.

Eastry Parochial Church Council.

Beatrice Gertrude Gillman and Frederick Charles Hopper.

Eastry Troops of Rangers and Girl Guides.

Noel Wise and Mabel Stokes.
Eastry Baptist Church.

Ernest Clark and Charlotte Spain. 

Eastry Tennis Club.

Eric Tranter and Eric Douglas Gillman.

Eastry Bowling Club.

Philip Hoile and Jesse Betts.

Eastry Branch of the British Legion. (Women’s Section)

Dora Town and Florence Brown.

In compliance with clause 7(for which see below) a subsequent amendment with the approval of the Charity Commissioners, admitted the following two organisations to each appoint two additional members of the Council:-

Eastry Youth Club.

Parent Teacher Association of Eastry (Church of England) Primary School.    
The before mentioned members and the before mentioned members who have been appointed by the before mentioned organizations. All of whom are parties hereto of the second part shall be the first members of the Council and the members of the Council appointed by the said organizations. The Council shall have the power to co-opt not more than six members to represent interests in the said Parish not represented by any organization.
4. There shall be an Annual General Meeting to be convened by the Council in the month of September in each year. (the first of such Meeting to be convened in the month of September One Thousand nine hundred and thirty four) by one week’s notice to be affixed to some conspicuous part of the Trust Premises or other conspicuous place or places in the Parish of the inhabitants of the age of eighteen or upwards of either sex of the Parish of Eastry aforesaid for the purpose of receiving the Report and Accounts of the Council and filling vacancies caused by retiring elective members of the Council.   ( By subsequent amendment the Annual General Meeting is now convened by the Councils as soon as is practically possible after the 31st March year end. As far as possible in the month of May immediately following the 31st March for the purpose of receiving the Report and Accounts of the Council and filling the vacancies caused by retiring elective Members of the Council)
5. All the Members of the Council shall retire annually at the Annual General Meeting. A vacancy (not being a casual vacancy) among members appointed by Organizations may be filled by the Organization entitled to appoint at any time within one month before the Annual General Meeting at which the vacancy will occur and if not filled shall be filled within one month after the Annual General Meeting. A vacancy among the elective members (not being a casual vacancy) shall be filled by newly elected members who shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. In each year. In all cases a retiring member may be re-appointed.
6. A casual vacancy arising from the death or resignation or removal of a member of the Council shall be filled by the Organization by which such Member shall have been appointed. Or, if such Member is an elective member shall be filled by the Council. And, in either case the person appointed shall retire at the time when the vacating member would have retired.
7. In the event of any other organizations being formed in the said Parish with aims of social recreational or educational character not inconsistent (sic; Inconsistent): with those upon which the trust premises are held. Hereunder the Council shall have power to allow such new organization to use the Trust Premises or any part thereof and shall have the power by a Resolution of the Council passed at a meeting at which not less than two thirds of the members of the Council vote in favour of the Resolution to allow such new organization to appoint two additional members of the Council in the same manner as if such new organization had been mentioned in clause 3 of this schedule. (but, no such Resolution shall be effective until it has been approve by Order of the Charity Commissioners)
8. If any Organization entitled to appoint a Member of Council ceases to exist or fails to make an appointment for one month after the Annual General Meeting in any year the Council shall decide by two thirds majority vote in what way at all the vacancy shall be filled.
9. The proceeding of the Council shall not be invalidated by any vacancy among its members or by any defect in the appointment or qualification of any Member.
10.  The Council may from time to time make and alter rules and Regulations for the conduct of its business and for summoning and conduct of its meetings and in particular with reference to:-

(a) The terms and conditions upon which the Trust Premises may be used in entertainments, meetings, social gatherings and other purposes and the sum (if any) to be paid for such use.

(b) The appointment of an Auditor Treasurer and such unpaid Officers as it may consider necessary and the fixing of their respective terms of office.
(c) The engagement and dismissal of such paid officers and Servants for the Trust Premises as it may consider necessary.
(d) The number of Members who shall form a quorum at its meetings.
11.  All payments in respect of the use of the Trust Premises and all donations for the benefit thereof shall be paid into a Trust Account at the Westminster Bank at sandwich, Kent. Or at such other Bank as shall from time to time be substituted therefore by the Council.

12. The moneys standing to the credit of the said account shall be applied as the Council shall decide in repairing and insuring the Trust Premises or the furniture and effects therein. And, in paying all rent, (if any) rates, taxes, salaries of paid Officers and Servants and other outgoings. And in providing furniture, games, books, newspapers, periodicals and other literature and means of recreation and otherwise for the upkeep and improvement of the Trust Premises.

13. The Council may upon a vote of a majority of its Members and (when necessary) with the consent of the Charity Commissioners from time to time by Mortgage or otherwise obtain such advances on the security of the Trust Premises or any part thereof as may be required for maintaining or improving the same or any part thereof. Or, erecting any building thereon or for the work carried on therein and may continue or repay in whole or in part for the purposes herein. 
14. Before indicated it shall call a Meeting of the inhabitants of the age eighteen years or upwards of the Parish of Eastry aforesaid of which Meeting not less than fourteen days’ notice. (Stating that a Resolution will be proposed thereat) shall be posted in a circulating in the said Parish and if such decision shall be confirmed by a majority of such inhabitants present at such Meeting and voting the Council may with the Consent of the Charity Commissioners let or sell the Trust Premises or any part thereof. All moneys arising from such letting or sale (after satisfaction of any liabilities properly payable thereout) shall with such consent as aforesaid be applied either in the purchase of other premises approved by the Council and to be held upon the trusts for the purposes and subject to the provisions hereinbefore at forth. (Including this power) Or, as near thereto as circumstances will permit or towards such other charitable purposes or objects for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish of Eastry aforesaid as may be approved by the Charity Commissioners. And meanwhile such moneys shall be invested in the name of the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds and any income arising therefrom shall either be accumulated (for such time as may be allowed by law) by investing the same and the resulting income thereof in the like manner as an addition to and to be applied as the capital of such investments or shall be used for any purpose for which the income of the Trust Premises may properly be applied.
 If any Rules or Regulations made under Clause 10 hereof are inconsistent with the provisions of these presents the latter shall prevail.
THE COMMON SEAL of WINGHAM ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED was hereunto affixed in the presence of:-

Frederick M Elgar. (Director)

Charles J Elgar. (Director)

A. H. Taylor. (Secretary)

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by the said VIVIAN BLADESLEY YEARSLEY.

In the presence of:-

Ester Giles.

Council Cottage. Eastry. Domestic Servant. 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by the said WALTER JAMES CLARK.

In the presence of:-
William Philip Clark.

High St. Stores, Eastry.

Grocer.

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by the said EDWARD HAWKINS.
In the presence of:-
Edith Mary Gilmore.

Walton Villas, Eastry.

Housewife.

RECORDED IN THE BOOKS OF THE CHARITY COMMISSIONERS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 29 (4) OF THE SETTLET LAND ACT 1925.
SEAL.   (Vol 51 Page 551. 24th January 1934)
